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WEST BROOK HIGH SCHOOLPRIVATE 

SYLLABUS

CHEMISTRY I
Teacher:   Mr. Lloyd Crosby   B.S. Chem, B.S. Ed., M. Div.
Teacher Contact Information:
My room is S2 in the new Chemistry-Math building.  The phone number is (409) 617-5500.  My email is lcrosby@beaumont.k12.tx.us.  My conference period is first period.  I keep my own calendar and appointments are needed.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In Chemistry, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Students study a variety of topics that include: characteristics of matter; energy transformations during physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; periodic table of elements; behavior of gases; bonding; nuclear fusion and nuclear fission; oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical equations; solutes; properties of solutions; acids and bases; and chemical reactions. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives. 

PREREQUISITES
The prerequisites for Chemistry I are the successful completion of Biology and the successful completion of or current enrollment in Algebra II.
TEXTBOOKS AND REQUIRED MATERIALS

Textbook:

Wilbraham, Antony C.. Chemistry. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 2002.

Communal Supplies Listed – amounts are per student:


Two small bottles of Elmer’s glue


One roll of paper towels


One box of Kleenex

Student’s Personal Supplies Listed:


Two (2) FIVE-subject spiral notebooks with pockets for the Interactive Notebook 


for the year – NO binders, “Neatbooks,” composition books, or 

      

three-ring notebooks – approximately one per semester, but you may need 

a third notebook.


Two boxes of dark blue or black ball-point pens – two pens needed each day


Two boxes of pencils with erasers– two pencils needed each day


Non-porous, closed-toed shoes that cover the instep


Eyeglasses for days we do lab if the student wears contacts


Scientific calculator – the $10 solar-powered scientific calculator sold by 



Wal-Mart is fine 

Needed Every Day:


Interactive Notebook


Two (2) dark blue or black pens


Two (2) pencils with erasers


Scientific calculator – the $10 solar-powered scientific calculator sold by 



Wal-Mart is fine – you do not need to purchase a TI-83 or higher 

      

for this class

Needed Lab Days:


Lab goggles – provided in the lab by the school or purchased by the student


Non-porous, closed-toed shoes that cover the instep


Eyeglasses rather than contacts

COURSE PROCEDURES, POLICIES, AND REQUIREMENTS

Class Structure:
one 50 minute period daily.

Weighting of Grades:


Exams:

60%


Daily:

20%


Labs

20%

Grading of Homework:

Homework may not always be picked up.  When homework is picked up, it may be graded on a serious attempt (all parts seriously attempted), or by selective grading of parts of the assignment, or by full grading – the student will NOT be told which in advance.  For assignments with equal weighting of each part, assignments with less than ten parts will have 15 points deducted for each “wrong” answer and those with 10 or more will have 10 points deducted for each “wrong” answer even if the assignment has a million parts.  Some assignments, including many lab reports, will not have each part weighted the same for grading purposes.

Grading of Labs:

Labs will have differing weights assigned to various parts of the lab report. The student will receive a grade of “0” for each lab missed due to these requirements not being met. Horseplay, unsafe lab practices, wastage, etc. can result in a grade of ZERO for that lab and being sat down. If the lab station and equipment is not clean and neat when the last student in the group leaves, then fifty (50) points will be deducted from the lab grade of EVERY student in that lab group – regardless of whose “fault” it was.
Grading of the Interactive Notebook:

The Interactive Notebook will be graded by RAPID teacher look-over.  These may NOT be consistent from one time to the next. Scale will be from “0” (unsatisfactory) to “3” (excellent) with a “4” reserved for “wow’s” that go FAR BEYOND excellent work.  The “starting point” is a “3.” One point (on the 1 to 3 scale) will be deducted for each missing, incomplete, or improperly attached item. The grades will be recorded in the student’s Interactive Notebook and will be totaled at the end of the six weeks.  The total of the FIVE look-over grades will be used to determine a test grade from a teacher-provided scale:

INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOK GRADING SCALE

	Total Score
	Test Grade
	
	Total Score
	Test Grade

	20
	104
	
	10
	82

	19
	103
	
	9
	79

	18
	102
	
	8
	76

	17
	101
	
	7
	73

	16
	100
	
	6
	70

	15
	97
	
	5
	67

	14
	94
	
	4
	60

	13
	91
	
	3
	50

	12
	88
	
	2
	40

	11
	85
	
	1
	20

	
	
	
	0
	0


Penalties for Late Work:

Homework, labs, etc. turned in late will have 30 points deducted for each day or part of a day that they are late. Homework, labs, etc. turned in after the teacher has passed across the class picking up work will be considered one day late, or one additional day late if the assignment is already late. Interactive Notebooks will NOT be graded late – only when they are makeup work.  Interactive Notebooks will be graded the first day back for a student who was absent.  This does not include work done on the days missed, but it does include the work up to the day/s the student was absent.  It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to submit the Interactive Notebook to the teacher for grading.

DISCIPLINE PLAN

Students are required to adhere to posted classroom rules, classroom procedures, and West Brook and BISD requirements.  Minor infractions may be managed by non-verbal or verbal warnings, including proximity control and student admonitions and conferences.  Beyond that, infractions may result in departmental detention. Failure to serve departmental detentions, repeated infractions or major infractions, including those that interrupt instruction, may be managed with referrals.
HOMEWORK

Homework is an essential part of learning chemistry.  Due dates will be announced when the assignment is given.  Grading of homework will vary from assignment to assignment (see Grading of Homework above).

PROCEDURES
Heading on Papers:


Name…Period and Subject…Date DUE

When the bell rings:

You should already have been in your seat and ready to work.  If papers may be due, then have them at hand in case they are to be turned in. Copy the day’s objective/s and complete the day’s starter/opener.

If you are tardy:

Tardy means not inside the door when the last chime of the bell sounds, or inside but not in compliance with dress code.  If you are tardy you will receive a referral unless you have a tardy pass. Teachers or staff (other than principals or counselors) may NOT provide an excused tardy.

Late work:

Homework, labs, etc. turned in late will have 30 points deducted for each day or part of a day that they are late. Homework, labs, etc. turned in after the teacher has passed across the class picking up work will be considered one day late, or one additional day late if the assignment is already late. Interactive Notebooks will NOT be graded late – only when they are makeup work. Interactive Notebooks will be graded the FIRST DAY BACK for a student who was absent.  This does not include work done on the days missed, but it does include the work up to the day/s the student was absent. It is the responsibility of the student to get the notebook to the teacher at the end of the first period they are back after a notebook grade.

If you have been absent:

If you have been absent from class:

It is your responsibility to check the assignment book and note any assignments missed and any material covered while you were gone. Do not interrupt instruction to ask for assignments, worksheets, handouts, or notes. You are responsible for getting any missed notes or missed assignments. You have one day for each day you were absent to turn work in before it begins to be counted late. If you have been absent for labs:  All labs must be made up within ten (10) school days of the original date of the lab at a time of convenience to the TEACHER – the student must to adjust THEIR schedule around this requirement. You must provide your own lab partner – a student in your chemistry class or one of my other classes only.

If you have been absent for tests:

All tests must be made up within ten (10) school days (INCLUDING reteach/retest) of the original date of the test at a time of convenience to the TEACHER (or in the appropriate tutorial time) – the student must adjust THEIR schedule around this requirement. The student should expect to receive a DIFFERENT test than the one originally taken.

If you do poorly on a test:

Students are encouraged to take advantage of reteach/retest/replace. Assigned tutoring must be completed before taking the retest. The retest’s grade will replace the original grade regardless of whether it is higher or lower. 

Use of Calculators:

A scientific calculator is needed.  If a calculator has a memory it must be completely cleared before using it on any quiz or test. No “sharing” of calculators is allowed on quizzes or tests.

Graded homework and worksheets:

Those that are not returned in class will be placed by period in the plastic file drawers for you to pick up. These will need to be glued into the Interactive Notebook, NOT taped or stapled. Do not glue in ungraded assignments unless told to do so by the teacher.  These will be checked and graded at the next Interactive Notebook grade.

Graded labs:

Graded labs will be returned to you and you will need to glue them into your Interactive Notebook.

Interactive Notebook:

Your Interactive Notebook must be brought every day.  If you have started another notebook/s, bring all those with material relevant.  It must contain 

notes, openers, student products, returned homework, handouts, etc.

Leaving the room:

Students will only be allowed to leave the room in exceptional situations or with a written request for the student by administrators and counselors.  Students will not be allowed to leave the room until they have completed any test in progress. If medical conditions require frequent trips there must be a medical excuse on file with the nurse.

“Free” time:

Rarely will there be any “free time.” When the teacher’s presentation is over you are required to begin working on your chemistry assignments. There is a standing homework assignment to complete all sections and requirements of one’s notebook before the next day. Grooming in class is not permitted even at the end of class.

TUTORIAL SCHEDULE
Tutoring will generally be available in my room, S-2, on Thursday afternoons.  With prior arrangement retests, makeup tests, and makeup labs will also be available in my room, S-2, on Thursday afternoons. My room will be open from about 7:10 on in the morning.

LAB SAFETY AND CLEANUP
You MUST pass the safety exam and have a signed safety contract and a completed info sheet on file BEFORE doing any lab. You are REQUIRED to wear ANSI/OSHA-approved eye protection and non-porous, closed-toed shoes that cover the instep to participate in lab. Any loss, breakage, or damage is your responsibility.  Among the team captain’s responsibilities, INCLUDING FINANCIAL, is seeing to it that the guilty party is identified to the teacher and administrators.

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS

The major assignments and assessments are the Interactive Notebook (counts as a test grade), unit tests and six weeks exams (that also count as a test grade), and the semester exam (that counts as 20% of the semester grade).
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